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1980 CHRISTMAS COUNT
One hundred and two species (three more than last year) were reported in the 1980
Christmas Count, and three species (two more than last year) were reported present during the
count week but not seen on the count day. These increases were in spite of one less count -
Crawford - this year. Two additional races were reported, compared to three last year. The
individual count this year was 317,910, compared to 188,102 last year, with the Snow Goose
count at Omaha, particularly, and at DeSoto and the Mallard count at DeSoto accounting for
more than the difference betweeri the two year's counts. Twelve species, the same number as
last year, were reported from all reporting stations.
"1980 Christmas Count," from Nebraska Bird Review (March 1981) 49(1). 
Copyright 1981, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission.
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The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with the
northernmost location of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol "H" is used to
indicate a species present during the count period but not recorded on the count day. Figures
S cotts- North Kear- Hast- Lin- DeSoto Omaha
bluff Platte Ney ings coIl'
Great Elue Hero:'1
Canada GDose ill 6)2 37 17 22
'Whi te-frGDted GooGe
Snow 72.000 110,600
MCl.llard. 221 106 29 90.000 1, 580
Black DdCI: 19
P:iDta:i 1 11
Green-HinFed Teal 2
Blue-"iineed Tea] 4
Cinnamcr:
American '1IIigeon 1
"
2
Northern Shoveler
Redhead 1
Ring-necked Duck ~
Canvasback H
Lesser Scaup 18 3
Cammon Goldeneye 47 60
Hooded Merganser H
Common Merganser 12 6
duck sp. 85
Sharp-shinned Hawk H
Cooper's Hawk
Accipi tel' sp. 1
Red-tailed Hawk 4q 38 51
Swainson T s Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk 4 3
Ferruginous Hawk
Buteo sp. 4
Golden Eagle 1 H
immatures ( 1)
undesignated (H)
Bald Eagle 1 17 2 44 10
adults ( 1) (1}) (25) (5)
immatures (4) ( 19) (5)
undesignated (2)
Marsh Hawk 6 2 19 11
Prairie Falcon 2
Peregrine Falcon 1
Merlin 3 2 1
American Kestrel 8 1} 5 18 28
Greater Prairie Chicken 27
Sharp-tailed Grouse 3
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which were underlined in the report, or which were marked "high", are underlined; those which
were marked "low" are overlined.
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 21 December, the count circle centered on the
Scotts- North Kear- Hast- Lin- DeSoto Omaha
bluff Platte n<>y ings coIn
Bobwhite 8 15 20 J4 88 J8
Ring-necked Pheasant ~ 6 22 90 20
Turkey 5
Amarl can Coot 1
Killdeer 2
Herring Gull 11
Ring-billed Gull 136
Rock Dove 93 133 117 192 128 70
Mourning Dove 144 21 20
Screech Owl H 26 16 12
Great Horned Owl 3 4 2 28 10 1£
Snowy Owl H H
Ba=ed Owl 2
Long-eared Owl 22
Saw-whet Owl 1
Belted Kingfisher 3 1 1 6 1 4
Common Flicker !t2 31 11 4 31 96 153
Red-shafted (5) (2) (1)
Yellow-shafted (21j (152)
undesignated (49) (31) (11) (4) (5 (94)
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 1 1 JO 45 68
Red-headed Woodpecker 5 71
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 3 1 3
Hairy Woodpecker 2 2 2 2 21 12 17
Downy Woodpecker 12 12 5 8 75 78 167
Horned Lark 40 J4 6 87 1" 1
Blue Jay "9 3 11 10 1)2 41 11)
Black-billed Magpie 34 11 3 1
Common Crow 17 8 50 8 535 52 98
Pinon Jay H
Black-capped Chickadee 35 31 30 15 377 214 480
Tufted Ti tmouse H 26
Whi te-breasted Nuthatch 4 12 12 56 21 134
Red-breasted Nu thatch 2 6 1 2 44 1
Brown Creeper H 6 5 25 5 9
Winter Wren 1 1
Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher 1 H
American Robin ill 940 35 4 36 47 12
Thrush sp. 1
Ila.stern Bluebird 10 2 11
Townsend's SoIltaire 4
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headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the Refuge,
Wilson Island, and Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 ft.; habitat coverage: cultivated fields
40%, woodland 40%, water areas 15%, residential 5%; 6:00 AM to 5:00 PM; AM mostly cloudy,
Scot ts- North Kear- Hast- Lin- DeSoto Omaha
bluff PIatte ney ings coIn
Golden-crowned Kinglet 4 52 4 12
Cedar Waxwings "2 2 2 6 H 36 3
Northern Shrike I
Loggerhead Shrike 1 2
Starling 1, 318 2,553 22 196 4,591 775 812
Yellow-rumped Warbler H 2
Hous€' Sparrow 904 1,884 150 154 4,623 1,849 1,053
Western Meadowlark "2 8 20
Meadowlark sp. 27 133
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 1
Red-winged Blackbird 500 581 872 211
Rusty Blackbird 2
Brewer's Blackbird 1
Common Grackle 3 2 4 6 H
Brown-headed Cowbird 9 7 3
Blackbird sp. 105 75 14
Cardinal 7 3 12 160 149 203
Evening Grosbeak 1
Purple Finch 42 14 146
House Finch 39 114 15
Conunon Redpoll 1 g
Pine Siskin "3 17 111 6 5
American Goldfinch 52 151 17 851 122 170
Whi te-winged Crossbill 2
Rufous-sided Towhee 1
Dark-eyed Junco 68 210 73 48 628 8]6 hili
Slate-colored (606) (833) (1,159)
Oregon (22) (3) (6)
undesignated (68) (210) (73) (48)
Tree Sparrow 72 322 11 43 1,252 1,693 1,218
Harris' Sparrow 2 76 260 88 81
Whi te-crowned Sparrow 3
Whi te-throated Sparrow 12
Lincoln I s Sparrow 1
Swamp Sparrow 2
Song Sparrow 3 23 5 54
Lapland Longspur 42
Species Reported 45 50 36 35 64 55 65
Addi ti anal Races Reported 2
Present but not seen 4 2 3 3
Total individuals 4,531 8,089 542 810 15,014 169,724 119,200
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PM partly cloudy; 13° to 28° F; wind calm to 5 mph.; no snow cover; fresh water mostly frozen;
wild food crop fair. Twenty-one observers in 5 parties, none at feeders. Total party hours 40, 16.5
on foot, 23.5 by car, plus 3.5 owling. Total party miles 360.5, 23.50n foot, 337 by car. Tanya Bray,
Charles Fritschen, Ruth Gochenour, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon,
Rev. Thomas Hoffman, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, David Menke (compiler), Steve
Moorman, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, June Parks, Neal Ratzlaff, B.J. Rose, Ross Silcock,
Eric Volden, Barb Wilson, Rick Wright.
Hastings, 27 December, the count circle centered south oftown, 1.5 miles south of Highway
6 and .5 miles east of Highway 281, which includes the city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal
Lake Recreation Grounds, fields and pastures, woodlands along the Little Blue River, and
lagoons west of Glenvil; habitat coverage: farmland 75%, parks 15%, residential 10%; 8:00AM to
4:15 PM; clear; 30° to 50° F; wind SW 5 to 8 mph; no snow cover; fresh water frozen. Seven
observers, 5 in 3 parties, 2 at feeders. Total party hours 11, 4 on foot, 7 by car. Total party miles
92,8 on foot, 84 by car. Vlasta Butler, Elsie Helzer, Esther Kennedy, Dorothy Marsh, Ruth and
Elden Percival, Carl Throckmorton, Bernice Welch (compiler).
Kearney, 27 December, area covered included Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park,
Cottonmill Recreation Area, Odessa bridge, Kearney bridge, Fort Kearney State Historical
Park, and Fawn Meadow Lake; clear; 28° to 65° F; no snow cover. Twenty observers in 1party.
Total party miles. 65. Margaret Bliese, George (compiler) and Marian Brown, Terry and Teresa
Fitchner, David Glatter, Pete and Ethel Hanson, Alice Heckman, Glen Haselbarth, Bev Kimball,
Bob Price, Norma Radford, Alice Rumery, Kevin Rumery, Delphine Sanks, Ward and Norma
Schrack, Junis Thielen, Lyle White.
Lincoln, 21 December, the count circle centered on South Coddington and A Streets, to
include Pioneers Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and
Conestoga Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 to
1300 ft.; habitat coverage: deciduous woods 38%, weedy draws 20%, harvested corn and milo
fields 20%, coniferous woods 10%, lakes and streams 10%, mixed woods and cemeteries 2%;
midnight to 6:30 PM; AM clear, PM cloudy; 12° to 28°F; wind south, 5t025mph; no snow cover;
lakes frozen solid, Salt Creek above Lincoln partly frozen but flowing, below Lincoln, entirely
open; wild food crop good. Thirty-one observers, 29 in 13 parties, 2 at feeders. Total party hours
89,66 on foot, 23 by car, plus 4atfeeders and 8.50wling. Total party miles 516, 860n foot, 430 by
car. Audubon Naturalists Club and guests. George and Irene Alexander, Paul Bedell, Denise
Christopherson, David and Cindy Cochran, Elma Cook, Daryl and Margaret Giblin, Everett and
Mildred Gross; Ralph (compiler), Ellen, and David Harrington; Craig Hersinger, Norma
Johnson, Mike Kaspari, Bob Manning, Pete Maslowski, Lee Morris, Rosalind Morris, Ralph
Neild, John and Mabel Ott, Hazel Scheiber, Dave Smith, Steve Sprengle, Frances Taylor, Skip
Volkmann, Don Williams, Joe Young. The House Finches were seen by Norma Johnson at her
feeder, along with purple Finches, Pine Siskins, and Cardinals. She was able to distinguish the
House from the Purple Finches by the finer streakings and the lack of a prominent eye stripe.
Her home is in an excellent habitat, with large coniferous trees. Daryl and Margaret Giblin had
excellent observations of the Lincoln's Sparrow and the Peregrine Falcon. The Saw-whet Owl,
another of their observations, was believed to be the one that was released from the Raptor
Rehabilitation Center. In spite of the 64 species, which is the second highest total for the Linoln
count, and some interesting and unusual species, most observers (including Mr. Harrington)
found birding generally poor. It is his opinion that more observers and better coverage have
offset a decline in the number of species and of individuals per party. Starlings were in flocks of
thousands around the city dump. A flock of Goldfinches, estimated at 500, was feeding in a field
of wild sunflowers. Weather conditions were the driest he has seen in 20 years of Christmas
Counts.
North Platte, 20 December, the count circle centered on Bicentennial and Philip Streets;
8:00AM to 5:30 PM; 12°to 24° F; wind SE at 14 to 20mph; 12 observers in 4 parties; Mrs. Howard
Wyman, compiler.
Omaha, 20 December, the count circle centered on Offut Base Lake, to include Fontenelle
Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the
Platte and Missouri rivers; habitat coverage: woodlands 53%, cultivated fields 25%, grassy fields
and meadows 6%, rivers and lakes 7%, roadside weedy ditches 6%, parks and cemeteries 1.75%,
residential 1%, dump .25%; 4:45 AM to 4:45 PM; AM clear, PM mostly cloudy; 0° to 17° F; wind
SW 4 to 10 mph; no snow cover; rivers and some streams open. Thirty-two observers in 9
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parties. Total party hours 72, 44 on foot, 28 by car, plus 5.5 owling. Total party miles 379, 460n
foot, 333 by car. David Ball, Steve Bellinghiere, Russell Benedock, Tanya Bray, Duane Bright,
Hal Chase, Denise Graf, Marg Graf, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon,
Rev. Thomas Hoffman, Perry Jamieson, Stephanie Jamieson, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda,
Joan Lastovica, David Menke, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Margaret Perry, Neal Ratzlaff,
Chester Thomas, David Thomas, John Thomas, John Upchurch, John Weber, Marlene Weber,
Melba Wigg (compiler), Gertrude Wood, Rick Wright. The Hooded Mergansers were observed
for about 10 minutes at a distance of about 500 feet, part of the time with a scope; the Merlin was
seen for a minute or so at about 30 feet; and the Thrush sp. for about 2 minutes at about 15 feet.
The observers felt that it was a Veery, but in view of the extreme unlikelihood of a Veery and the
difficulties of distinguishing between the species at times it is not designated.
Scottsbluff, 20 December, the count circle centered on the bridge across the North Platte
River at South Broadway, to include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3880 ft.; 7:00 AM to 4:30
PM; no snow cover; wild food crop excellent. Ten observers; 4 parties with 3 feeder watchers.
Mrs. Harry Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Lucile Bigelow, Mrs. J.J. Brashear, Mrs. Lee Kenitz, Mrs.
M.A. J. Olson, Mrs. Wallace Marking, Rodney Smith, Roy and Maud (compiler) Witschy.
(Wildcat Audubon Chapter). The Pheasant count was the highest in 18 years. A Mockingbird
was seen 2 days later, also. The White-winged Crossbills were in the top of a spruce in the
Scottsbluff cemetery. Mrs. Kenitz was attracted to them because she did not recognzie the
voice, and when she checked them she could see the white wing bars and the crossed bills.
